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Allegory 


An allegory is a narrative story that conveys a complex, abstract, or difficult 
message. It achieves this through storytelling. Rather than having to explain 
the pitfalls of arrogance and the virtues of persistence, a writer can instead 
tell a tale about a talking tortoise and a haughty hare. 


A symbolic fictional narrative that conveys a meaning not explicitly set forth 
in the narrative. Allegory, which encompasses such forms as fable, parable, 
and apologue, may have meaning on two or more levels that the reader can 
understand only through an interpretive process. 


An allegory is a work that conveys a hidden meaning—usually moral, 
spiritual, religious, or political—through the use of symbolic characters and 
events. The story of "The Tortoise and The Hare" is a well-known allegory 
with a moral that a slow and steady approach (symbolized by the Tortoise) is 
better than a hasty and overconfident approach (symbolized by the Hare). 


Sometimes, the message a writer wants to convey is dangerous to talk about 
explicitly. In these cases, allegory creates distance between the writer and 
the message. 


Allegories are one of many literary devices that writers can use to show one 
thing and say another. In this way, they are similar to but not the same as: 


Literal meaning + Hidden meaning = Allegory 


Allegory is a narration or description in which events, actions, characters, 
settings or objects represent specific abstractions or ideas. Allegory 
generally operates on two levels as a literary device. 


The overt or surface narrative/description is meant to have enough literary 
elements to be a standalone work that is interesting and/or entertaining by 
itself. 
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However, the emphasis of allegory is typically placed on the abstract ideals 
represented or symbolized by the work’s literary elements. In other words, 
the meaning behind the surface narrative has even greater value as a 
literary work. Though many allegories are intended to be didactic in 
providing a moral, ethical, or religious lesson, not all allegories set out to 
achieve this goal. 


Examples of Allegory 
The Garden of Eden - Represents the innocence and perfection of the 
human condition before the fall of mankind. 
The Cave - Symbolizes the ignorance and limited perception of reality before 
enlightenment. 
The Ship of Fools - Represents a society or group of individuals who are 
foolish or misguided. 
The Tower of Babel - Symbolizes the consequences of human pride and 
arrogance resulting in confusion and division. 
The Lion and the Mouse - Represents the idea that even the smallest or 
weakest can help or have an impact. 


The Tortoise and the Hare - Symbolizes the importance of perseverance and 
steady effort in achieving success. 

The Ugly Duckling - Represents the transformation and acceptance of one's 
true identity and worth. 

The Sword in the Stone - Symbolizes the divine right to rule or the chosen 
one. 

The Phoenix - Represents rebirth, renewal, and resurrection. 

The Pied Piper - Represents the consequences of breaking promises or 
failing to fulfill obligations. 


The Fountain of Youth - Symbolizes eternal youth or immortality. 
The Scales of Justice - Represents fairness, balance, and the weighing of 
actions or decisions. 
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The Road Not Taken - Symbolizes choices, regrets, and the path of life. 
The Emperor's New Clothes - Represents the folly of blind obedience and 
the importance of critical thinking. 

The Siren's Song - Symbolizes seduction, temptation, and the danger of 
falling into deception. 


The Circle of Life - Symbolizes the cycle of birth, growth, death, and rebirth. 
The Red Pill vs. Blue Pill - Represents the choice between accepting harsh 
truths or embracing comforting illusions. 

The Pandora's Box - Symbolizes the unleashing of chaos, troubles, or 
unforeseen consequences. 

The Trojan Horse - Represents deceit or treachery disguised as a gift or 
opportunity. 

The Tower of Ivory - Represents purity, innocence, or virginity. 


The Fountain of Tears - Symbolizes profound sorrow, grief, or the source of 
emotional pain. 

The Tree of Knowledge - Represents the pursuit of knowledge and the 
consequences that come with it. 

The Rat Race - Represents the competitive and often futile pursuit of success 
or wealth. 

The Sword of Truth - Represents the power of honesty, integrity, and 
speaking the truth. 


The Butterfly Effect - Symbolizes how small actions or events can have 
significant and far-reaching consequences. 

The Fountain of Wisdom - Symbolizes a source of profound knowledge, 
insight, or enlightenment. 

The Sword of Mercy - Represents the power or authority to forgive or show 
compassion. 

The Tower of Strength - Symbolizes resilience, stability, or emotional 
fortitude. 
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The Lamb of God - Represents purity, innocence, sacrifice, and redemption. 
The Sword of Liberty - Symbolizes the fight for freedom, justice, and 
individual rights. 

The Rainbow Bridge - Symbolizes the connection between the earthly realm 
and the afterlife. 

The Sword of Honor - Represents valor, integrity, and the defense of noble 
causes. 

The Fountain of Dreams - Symbolizes the source of imagination, creativity, 
and inspiration. 


The Sword of Wisdom - Represents the power of knowledge, insight, and 
intellectual strength. 

The Battle of Good and Evil - Symbolizes the eternal struggle between moral 
virtues and vices. 

The Shipwreck - Represents a catastrophic event or downfall resulting from 
poor decisions or circumstances. 

The Tower of Dreams - Symbolizes the pursuit of ambition, aspirations, and 
reaching for the impossible. 


The Dance of Death - Represents the inevitability and universality of death. 
The Sword of Sacrifice - Represents the act of giving up something valuable 
or important for a greater cause. 

The Journey of Self-Discovery - Symbolizes the process of exploring one's 
identity, purpose, and inner truth. 
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Common Examples of Allegory in Fable Form 


The lion and the mouse 

The tortoise and the hare 

The city mouse and the country mouse 
The fox and the grapes 

The grasshopper and the ants 

The wolf in sheep’s clothing 

The fox and the crow 

The little red hen 

The hare and his ears 

The shepherd and the wolf 


Examples of Biblical Allegory 


The Chronicles of Narnia (C.S. Lewis) 

The Old Man and the Sea (Ernest Hemingway) 
The Prodigal Son (parable from the Bible) 

The Pilgrim’s Progress (John Bunyan) 

The Adventures of Pinocchio (Carlo Collodi) 
The Good Samaritan (parable from the Bible) 
The Baggage Handler (David Rawlings) 

Hinds’ Feet on High Places (Hannah Hunnard) 
The Divine Comedy (Dante Alighieri) 

Goblin Market (Christina Rossetti) 
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Alliteration 


In alliteration, words that begin with the same sound are placed close 
together. Although alliteration often involves repetition of letters, most 
importantly, it is a repetition of sounds. 


Alliteration is a literary device that reflects repetition in two or more nearby 
words of initial consonant sounds. Alliteration does not refer to the 
repetition of consonant letters that begin words, but rather the repetition of 
the consonant sound at the beginning of words. 

For example, the phrase “kids’ coats” is alliterative; though the words begin 
with different consonant letters, they produce the same consonant sounds. 


Similarly, the phrase “phony people” is not alliterative; though both words 
begin with the same consonant, the initial consonant sounds are different. 
In addition, for alliteration to be effective, alliterative words should flow in 
quick succession. If there are too many non-alliterative words in between, 
then the literary device is not purposeful. 


Alliteration is a common approach for advertising, marketing, and other 
elements of popular culture in that the repetition of initial letter sounds can 
be attention-grabbing and memorable for consumers, viewers, etc. Here are 
some familiar examples of alliteration in popular culture: 
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Common Examples of Alliteration in 
Everyday Speech 


Rocky road 

Big business 
Jumping jacks 
No nonsense 
Tough talk 
Quick question 
Money matters 
Picture perfect 
High heaven 


Examples of Alliteration in Popular 
Culture 


Common approach for advertising, 
marketing, and other elements of 
popular culture. 


Dunkin’ Donuts 
Polly Pocket 
Tonka Trucks 
Weight Watchers 
Rainbow Room 
Dippin’ Dots 
Fantastic Four 
Hip Hop 

Paw Patrol 
Door Dash 
House Hunters 


Famous Examples of Alliteration in 
Fictional Character Names 


Lois Lane 

Peter Parker 
Wonder Woman 
Miss Muffet 

Bob the Builder 
Wicked Witch of the West 
Mickey Mouse 
Minnie Mouse 
Bugs Bunny 
Daffy Duck 
Donald Duck 
Daisy Duck 

Pig Pen 

Beetle Bailey 
Peppa Pig 

Holly Hobbie 
Kris Kringle 
Shaun the Sheep 
Phineas and Ferb 
Buster Baxter 
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Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers. (Repetition of the /p/ sound) 
Meaning: A playful phrase emphasizing the tongue twister effect of 
alliteration. 


Sally sells seashells by the seashore. (Repetition of the /s/ sound) 
Meaning: A catchy phrase highlighting the alliterative sound and the 
occupation of selling seashells. 


Betty bought butter but the butter was bitter. (Repetition of the /b/ sound) 
Meaning: A sentence demonstrating the repetition of the initial sound and 
the disappointment of bitter butter. 


A big black bear. (Repetition of the /b/ sound) 
Meaning: Describing a bear that is both large in size and black in color. 


Lovely lilies light up the landscape. (Repetition of the /I/ sound) 
Meaning: The beauty of the flowers is accentuated through the alliteration 
of the soft /I/ sound. 


Six slippery snails slithered slowly. (Repetition of the /s/ sound) 
Meaning: Depicting the movement of snails in a slow and slippery manner. 


Mickey Mouse makes magical memories. (Repetition of the /m/ sound) 
Meaning: Highlighting the association of Mickey Mouse with creating 
memorable experiences. 


Furious flames flickered and flared. (Repetition of the /f/ sound) 
Meaning: Describing the intense and active nature of the flames. 


Busy bees buzzed by the blooming blossoms. (Repetition of the /b/ sound) 
Meaning: Portraying the busy and active nature of the bees as they gather 
nectar from flowers. 
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Allusion 


Allusion (pronounced ah-LOO-zhun) is basically a reference to something 
else. It’s when a writer mentions some other work, or refers to an earlier 
part of the current work. 


In literature, it’s frequently used to reference cultural works (e.g. by alluding 
to a Bible story or Greek myth). Allusion also exists in other art forms — 
musicians, for example, frequently “allude” to melodies used by other 
musicians. 


An allusion is a reference, typically brief, to a person, place, thing, event, or 
other literary work with which the reader is presumably familiar. 


As a literary device, allusion allows a writer to compress a great deal of 
meaning and significance into a word or phrase. However, allusions are only 
effective to the extent that they are recognized and understood by the 
reader, and that they are properly inferred and interpreted by the reader. 


If an allusion is obscure or misunderstood, it can lose effectiveness by 
confusing the reader. 


Allusion is a very effective literary device in all forms of literature. Writers 
can use allusions for character development by associating them with other 
well-known and familiar characters or archetypes. 


Literary allusions can also provide context for the reader through 
comparison or contrast to another literary work. In addition, allusion can 
provide exposition for a story by referring to the plot and/or character of 
another work that helps the reader understand more about the story’s 
events or character motivations. 
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Common Examples of Allusion in Everyday Speech 


His smile is like kryptonite to me. (Superman’s weakness) 

She felt like she had a golden ticket. (Charlie and the Chocolate Factory) 

| wish | could just click my heels. (The Wizard of Oz) 

If ’m not home by midnight, my car might turn into a pumpkin. (Cinderella) 
She smiles like a Cheshire cat. (Alice in Wonderland) 


His job is like pulling a sword out of a stone. (King Arthur Legend) 
Is there an Einstein in your physics class? (Albert Einstein) 

| have a caped crusader costume. (Batman) 

Does it count if we were on a break? (Friends) 

I’m listening to the king. (Elvis Presley) 


Examples of Allusion to Classical Mythology 


Achilles’ heel (alluding to the one weakness of Achilles) 

Carrying the weight of the world on your shoulders (allusion to Atlas) 
Pushing a boulder uphill every day (allusion to Sisyphus) 

Herculean effort (alluding to the strength of Hercules) 

Opening Pandora’s box (alluding to Pandora’s myth of letting trouble into 
the world) 
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Famous Examples of Biblical Allusion 


garden (Eden, creation) 

Snake (serpent, Satan) 

flood (Noah’s Ark) 

apple/fruit (tree of knowledge, temptation) 

Cross (Christ, crucifixion) 

great patience (Job) 

fraternal competition (Cain and Abel) 

betrayal (Judas) 

generosity/philanthropy (Good Samaritan) 
slingshot/stone (Prophet David PBUH and Goliath) 


Common allusions with their meanings: 


Pandora's box - Symbolizes a source of troubles or difficulties, based on 
Greek mythology. 


Catch-22 - Describes a situation with contradictory or no-win conditions, 
from the novel "Catch-22" by Joseph Heller. 


Romeo and Juliet - Signifies a passionate, doomed, or tragic love story, 
based on Shakespeare's play. 


Herculean task - Represents a difficult or impossible undertaking, 
referencing the superhuman strength of Hercules. 


Frankenstein - Represents something that is created or has gone wrong, 
from Mary Shelley's novel. 
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The Garden of Eden - Refers to a perfect, idyllic place, derived from the 
biblical story of Adam (PBUH) and Eve (PBUH). 


Scrooge - Represents a stingy or miserly person, based on the character 
from Charles Dickens’ "A Christmas Carol." 


Prophet David PBUH and Goliath - Represents an underdog overcoming a 
powerful opponent, from the biblical story. 


The Phoenix - Symbolizes rebirth or regeneration, based on the mythical 
bird. 


The Scarlet Letter - Represents a mark of shame or public humiliation, based 
on Nathaniel Hawthorne's novel. 


Pandora - Symbolizes curiosity and the unleashing of troubles or evils, from 
Greek mythology. 


The Little Mermaid - Signifies sacrificing one's voice or identity for love, 
based on the fairy tale by Hans Christian Andersen. 


The Wizard of Oz - Represents a journey of self-discovery and personal 
transformation, based on L. Frank Baum's novel. 


Pandora's curse - Symbolizes the consequences of curiosity or forbidden 
knowledge, based on Greek mythology. 


The Prodigal Son - Refers to a person who returns after a period of 


wrongdoing or rebellion, based on the biblical parable. 


The Road to Damascus - Represents a sudden, transformative realization or 
change of heart, from the biblical story of Saul. 
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The Odyssey - Represents a long, adventurous journey, based on the epic 
poem by Homer. 


The Boy Who Cried Wolf - Refers to someone who gives false alarms or 
warnings repeatedly, derived from Aesop's fable. 


The Pied Piper - Symbolizes a person who lures others away or leads them 
astray, based on the legend. 


The Promised Land - Represents a place of happiness, prosperity, or 
fulfillment, derived from biblical references. 


The Great Gatsby - Signifies the pursuit of the American Dream and the 
corruption of wealth and materialism, based on F. Scott Fitzgerald's novel. 


The Hunchback of Notre Dame - Refers to a physically or socially deformed 
person, based on Victor Hugo's novel. 


The Ugly Duckling - Represents a person who goes through a transformation 
from being overlooked or underestimated to being admired or successful, 
based on the fairy tale by Hans Christian Andersen. 


The Lion King - Refers to the circle of life, family dynamics, and the hero's 


journey, based on Disney's animated film. 


The Trojan Horse - Represents a deceptive tactic or strategy, derived from 
the story of the Trojan War. 


The Ghost of Christmas Past - Refers to memories or experiences that haunt 
or influence a person's present, from Charles Dickens' "A Christmas Carol." 
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The Yellow Brick Road - Refers to a path or journey toward a desired goal or 
destination, based on "The Wizard of Oz." 


The Seven Deadly Sins - Represents a list of vices or immoral behaviors, 
derived from Christian theology. 


The Goose That Laid the Golden Eggs - Signifies a source of great wealth or 
prosperity that is ruined by greed or excessive desire for more, derived from 
Aesop's fable. 


The Last Supper - Refers to a final gathering or meal before a significant 
event or ending, based on the biblical event. 


The Mona Lisa - Signifies a mysterious or enigmatic person or expression, 
based on Leonardo da Vinci's painting. 


The Tree of Knowledge - Represents a source of knowledge, enlightenment, 
or forbidden knowledge, from biblical references. 


The Boy Wonder - Refers to a young person with exceptional talent or 
ability, often associated with Robin, Batman's sidekick. 
The Einstein of our time - Signifies a person with exceptional intelligence or 


brilliance, comparing them to Albert Einstein. 


The Xanadu - Refers to an idyllic, luxurious, or extravagant place or lifestyle, 
based on Samuel Taylor Coleridge's poem "Kubla Khan." 


The Emperor's New Groove - Represents a transformation or change of 
heart in a selfish or arrogant person, based on the Disney animated film. 


The Land of Milk and Honey - Refers to a place of abundance, prosperity, or 
happiness, derived from biblical references. 
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The Mona Lisa Smile - Represents an enigmatic or mysterious smile, often 
associated with Leonardo da Vinci's painting. 


The Hand of God - Refers to divine intervention or a miraculous occurrence, 
often associated with religious beliefs. 


The lvory Tower - Represents a place or situation that is isolated from the 
realities of the world or disconnected from practical concerns. 


The Seven Wonders of the World - Refers to a list of extraordinary or 
impressive architectural and natural marvels. 


The Three Musketeers - Signifies a group of loyal and inseparable 
companions, based on the characters from Alexandre Dumas' novel. 


The Sword of Justice - Signifies the power and authority of the legal system 
or righteousness. 


The Black Widow - Refers to a woman who uses her charm or attractiveness 
to manipulate or harm others. 


The Rolling Stone - Represents a person who is constantly moving or 
changing, and is resistant to settling down or commitment. 


The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse - Symbolizes destruction, chaos, and 
the end of the world, derived from biblical references. 


The Scales of Justice - Refers to the fair and impartial evaluation of evidence 
and the determination of just outcomes, often associated with the legal 
system. 


The Sorcerer's Apprentice - Signifies a person who unleashes uncontrollable 
forces or consequences beyond their control, based on the story from 
Disney's "Fantasia." 
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The Circle of Life - Signifies the interconnectedness and cyclical nature of 
birth, life, and death. 


The Prince Charming - Represents an idealized, charming, and gallant male 
figure, often associated with fairy tales. 


The Pied Piper of Hamelin - Signifies a charismatic or persuasive person who 
leads others away or influences them. 


The Tower of London - Represents a place of imprisonment or historic 
significance, based on the historical castle in London. 


The Sword of Truth - Symbolizes the power and righteousness of honesty 
and truth. 


The Roman Empire - Signifies a powerful and expansive empire or 
civilization, based on the ancient Roman Empire. 


The Fountain of Knowledge - Symbolizes a source of wisdom, 
enlightenment, or intellectual nourishment. 


The Sleeping Giant - Represents a powerful or influential entity that is 
currently dormant or inactive. 


The Chameleon - Refers to a person who can easily adapt or change their 
behavior, appearance, or opinions to fit different situations. 


The Golden Age - Refers to a period of prosperity, peace, and cultural 
achievement in a society or civilization. 


The Scarlett Letter A - Signifies public shame or stigmatization, based on 
Nathaniel Hawthorne's novel "The Scarlet Letter." 


The Hamlet - Refers to a person who is indecisive or hesitant, based on the 
character from Shakespeare's play. 
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The Silver Bullet - Signifies a simple and effective solution to a problem or 
challenge. 


The Peter Pan - Refers to a person who refuses to grow up or face adult 
responsibilities, based on the character from J.M. Barrie's novel. 


The Elephant in the Room - Represents an obvious issue or problem that is 
being ignored or avoided. 


The King Solomon's wisdom - Refers to exceptional wisdom or sound 
judgment, based on the biblical King Solomon. 


The Julius Caesar - Signifies a person in a position of power who is betrayed 
by trusted associates, based on the historical figure and Shakespeare's play. 


The Medusa's gaze - Represents a petrifying or paralyzing look or stare, 
often associated with the mythological creature Medusa. 


The Prometheus - Refers to a person who defies authority or convention for 
the sake of progress or enlightenment, based on Greek mythology. 


The Cinderella story - Represents a rags-to-riches transformation or a 
person's rise from obscurity to fame or success, based on the fairy tale. 


The Frankenstein's monster - Symbolizes something that is created or 
brought into existence but turns out to be monstrous or disastrous, based 
on Mary Shelley's novel. 


The Pegasus - Represents a source of inspiration or imagination, derived 
from Greek mythology. 


The Pandora's box of secrets and regrets - Symbolizes a hidden collection of 
painful or regretful memories or information. 
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The Atlas - Refers to a person who carries a heavy burden or responsibility, 
based on the Titan from Greek mythology. 


The Cinderella's pumpkin carriage - Signifies a transformative or magical 
means of transportation or escape, based on the fairy tale. 


The Scrooge - Represents a miserly or stingy person, based on the character 
from Charles Dickens’ "A Christmas Carol." 


The Ulysses’ journey - Refers to a long and challenging journey or series of 
adventures, based on the character from Homer's "Odyssey." 


The Pandora's box of betrayal - Signifies a collection of acts of betrayal or 
treachery that lead to profound emotional pain or loss. 


The Jane Eyre - Represents a strong-willed and independent woman, based 
on the character from Charlotte Bronté's novel. 


The Sherlock Holmes' deductive reasoning - Refers to a methodical and 
logical approach to problem-solving or investigation, based on the character 
created by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 


The Pandora's box of chaos - Signifies a situation or event that leads to 
widespread disorder, confusion, or upheaval. 
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Analogy 


An analogy is a literary technique in which two unrelated objects are 
compared for their shared qualities. Unlike a simile or a metaphor, an 
analogy is not a figure of speech, though the three are often quite similar. 
Instead, analogies are strong rhetorical devices used to make rational 
arguments and support ideas by showing connections and comparisons 
between dissimilar things. 


An analogy is a figure of speech that creates a comparison by showing how 
two seemingly different entities are alike, along with illustrating a larger 
point due to their commonalities. 


As a literary device, the purpose of analogy is not just to make a comparison, 
but to provide an explanation as well with additional information or context. 


This makes analogy a bit more complex than similar literary devices such as 
metaphor and simile. Analogy is an effective device in terms of providing a 
new or deeper meaning to concepts through the artistic use of language. 


For example, the analogy “nose is to olfactory as ear is to auditory” 
makes a comparison between parts of the body that are related to certain 


senses and the words to describe the senses themselves. 


“Olfactory” refers to the sense of smell, which is related to “nose.” 
“Auditory” refers to the sense of hearing, which is related to “ear.” 

Of course, the writer could use the analogy nose is to smell as ear is to hear 
for a similar comparison. 

However, the description words of olfactory and auditory create a deeper 
meaning and sense of the relationship between these parts of the body and 
the senses. 
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Difference Between Analogy, Metaphor, and Simile 


Analogies, similes, and metaphors are all figures of speech used to create 
comparisons between different entities. These literary devices are often 
confused with each other, though they can be distinguished. 


A simile utilizes the words “like” or “as” to make a comparison. 

A metaphor uses figurative language to compare two things by stating that 
one is the other. 

An analogy creates a comparison with the intent of explanation or indicating 
a larger point. 


Here are some examples to help differentiate between these three literary 
devices: 


Analogy Example: 
Memory is to love what the saucer is to the cup.—This is an analogy. 


It explains the abstract relationship between memory and love by making a 
comparison between the tangible and familiar relationship between a cup 
and saucer. 

Though these entities are different in terms of abstract concepts and 
tangible items, they are alike in the sense that a saucer holds and supports a 
cup as memory holds and supports love. 

This analogy provides an interesting image of the relationship between 
memory and love through the artistic comparison to the saucer and cup. 


Simile Example: 
Memory and love are like a saucer and cup.—This figure of speech is a Simile. 
The presence of the word “like” is the basis of the comparison. 
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Metaphor Example: 
Memory and love are a saucer and cup.—This is an example of a Metaphor. 


The language used in this metaphor is figurative in the sense that the reader 
knows that memory and love are not literally a saucer and cup. 

Instead, the example is making a comparison by linking them directly—that 
one is the other. 


Analogy, simile, and metaphor are all useful and related literary devices for 
writers to make comparisons. The intention of these devices and their 
wording is what differentiates them from each other. 


Common Examples of Analogy 


blue is to color as circle is to shape 
eyes are to sight as fingers are to touch 
cub is to bear and calf is to cow 

sand is to beach as water is to ocean 
glove is to hand as sock is to foot 


ripple is to pond as wave is to ocean 

words are to writing as notes are to music 

fish are to aquariums as animals are to zoos 
fingers are to snapping as hands are to clapping 
petal is to flower as leaf is to tree 


Set 01 Page 21 


[22] 
Set 01 


Apostrophe 


An apostrophe (uh-POSS-truh-fee) is when a writer or speaker addresses 
someone who isn’t present or isn’t alive, an inanimate object, an abstract 
idea, or an imaginary figure. 


In poetry and theatre, apostrophes may initiate with an exclamation from 
the speaker, such as “Oh!”, but this tendency isn’t as frequently used today. 
However, apostrophes are still present in literature, theatre, music, film, 
television, and everyday life. 


A rhetorical device in which a speaker addresses either an inanimate object 
or a person who is absent or dead. 


Example: 
In the balcony scene of Romeo and Juliet, Juliet uses apostrophe when she 


asks, “O Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art though Romeo?” (2.2.33). 


Although Romeo is hiding below in the garden, Juliet does not know that 
anyone is listening. Later in the play, Juliet uses apostrophe again when she 
speaks to Romeo’s dagger: “O happy dagger, / This is thy sheathe!” 


As a literary device, an apostrophe is a poetic phrase or speech made by a 
character that is addressed to a subject that is not literally present in the 
literary work. 

The subject may be dead, absent, an inanimate object, or even an abstract 
idea. 

A literary apostrophe is designed to direct a reader or audience member’s 
attention to the entity being addressed as a means of indicating its 
importance or significance. In addition, apostrophe is also utilized as a way 
for a character to express their internal thoughts and feelings to someone or 
something that is not able to respond. 
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O Captain! My Captain! by Walt Whitman 
In this famous poem, Walt Whitman uses apostrophe to great effect. The 
speaker is talking to a captain who has died. This is a metaphor for the death 
of Abraham Lincoln, and it’s a poem about loss and the absence of a great 
leader. The use of apostrophe makes that absence palpable for the reader. 

O Captain! my Captain! our fearful trip is done, 

The port is near, the bells | hear, the people all exulting, 

While follow eyes the steady keel, the vessel grim and daring; 

But O heart! heart! Heart! 

O the bleeding drops of red, 


Where on the deck my Captain lies, 


Fallen cold and dead. 


Common Examples of Apostrophe in Everyday Speech 


Love, who needs you? 

Come on, Phone, give me a ring! 

Chocolate, why must you be so delicious? 

Alarm clock, please don’t fail me. 

Seven, you are my lucky number! 

Thank you, my guardian angel, for this parking space! 
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Examples of Apostrophe in Song Lyrics 


Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star / How | wonder what you are 

It’s up to you / New York, New York 

Hello darkness, my old friend / I’ve come to talk with you again 
Don’t tell my heart, my achy breaky heart / 

| just don’t think he’d understand 


Oh Charles, Prince Charles, can you hear my heartbreak / 
Can you hear me telling you, marrying her is a big mistake 


Blue Moon, you saw me standing alone / 
without a dream in my heart, without a love of my own 
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Assonance 


Assonance (pronounced as—uh-nuh ns) is the repetition of the same or 
similar vowel sounds within words, phrases, or sentences. 

The word is derived from the Latin phrase assonare, meaning to answer with 
the same sound. The following is a simple example of assonance: 


She seems to beam rays of sunshine with her eyes of green. 
seem vs beam vs green 


Assonance is a literary device in which the repetition of similar vowel sounds 
takes place in two or more words in proximity to each other within a line of 
poetry or prose. 


Assonance most often refers to the repetition of internal vowel sounds in 
words that do not end the same. 


For example, “he fell asleep under the cherry tree” is a phrase that features 
assonance with the repetition of the long “e” vowel, despite the fact that 
the words containing this vowel do not end in perfect rhymes. 


This allows writers the means of emphasizing important words in a phrase 
or line, as well as creating a sense of rhythm, enhancing mood, and offering 
a lyrical effect of words and sounds. 


Repetition of similar vowel sounds within words and phrases, commonly 
used for a lyrical effect in poetry and other literary forms. 
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Common Examples of Assonance 
Son of a gun. 
The cat is out of the bag. 
Dumb luck. 
After awhile, crocodile. 
Chips and dip. 


Goodnight, sleep tight, don’t let the bedbugs bite. 


Stranger danger 

Winner, winner, chicken dinner 
Motion of the ocean 

Keep your eyes on the prize 
Lean, mean, fighting machine 
Wild child 

Surf and turf 
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Cliche 


A cliché (pronounced ‘klee-SHAY’) is a saying, image, or idea which has been 
used so much that it sounds terribly uncreative. 

The word “cliché” was originally French for the sound of a printing plate, 
which prints the same thing over and over. 


Using clichés is considered bad writing and speaking because they make it 
sound like you didn’t put any thought into your words. 

Good writers and speakers try to use thoughtful and original language rather 
than clichés in their work. 

Synonyms for cliché include platitudes and banalities. 


A cliché is an expression that is trite, worn-out, and overused. 
As a result, clichés have lost their original vitality, freshness, and significance 
in expressing meaning. 


A cliché is a phrase or idea that has become a “universal” device to describe 
abstract concepts such as time (Better Late Than Never), anger (madder 
than a wet hen), love (love is blind), and even hope (Tomorrow is Another 
Day). 


Of course, any expression that has become a cliché was original and 
innovative at one time. However, overuse of such an expression results in a 
loss of novelty, significance, and even original meaning. 


For example, the proverbial phrase “when it rains it pours” indicates the 
idea that difficult or inconvenient circumstances closely follow each other or 
take place all at the same time. 


This phrase originally referred to a weather pattern in which a dry spell 
would be followed by heavy, prolonged rain. However, the original meaning 
is distanced from the overuse of the phrase, making it a cliché. 
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Common Examples of Cliché in Everyday Speech 


Even though she is 80 years old, she’s still sharp as a tack. 

Her advice is to live and let live. 

My father always says that it’s another day, another dollar. 
My dog is dumb as a doorknob. 

If you hide the toy it will be out of sight, out of mind. 

My coach told us that there’s no “i” in team. 

When | asked about the next step, 

my teacher said that we'll Cross that bridge when we get to it. 


Examples of Movie Lines that Have Become Cliché 


If you build it, they will come. (Field of Dreams) 

I’m going to make him an offer he can’t refuse. (The Godfather) 
Luke, I am your father. (Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back) 

I am Groot. (Guardians of the Galaxy) 

l'Il be back. (The Terminator) 


Houston, we have a problem. (Apollo 13) 

That’s no moon; it’s a space station. (Star Wars: A New Hope) 
Just keep swimming. (Finding Nemo) 

| mean, | told you not to go in that house. (Get Out) 
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Famous Examples of Cliché in Creative Writing 


It was a dark and stormy night. 
Once upon atime. 

There | was. 

In a faraway land. 


It was all a dream. 

The ends justify the means. 
All’s well that ends well. 
They lived happily ever after. 
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Hyperbole 


Hyperbole (pronounced ‘high-purr-bo-lee’) is a figure of speech in which an 
author or speaker purposely and obviously exaggerates to an extreme. 


It is used for emphasis or as a way of making a description more creative 
and humorous. It is important to note that hyperbole is not meant to be 
taken literally; the audience knows it’s an exaggeration. 


For example: 
That suitcase weighed a ton 


In this example, the speaker claims that a suitcase weighed 

a ton—two thousand pounds! 

Of course, this does not mean that the suitcase literally weighed a ton. The 
speaker is using hyperbole in order to emphasize that the suitcase feels very 
heavy. 


Hyperbole is a figure of speech and literary device that creates heightened 
effect through deliberate exaggeration. 

Hyperbole is often a boldly overstated or exaggerated claim or statement 
that adds emphasis without the intention of being literally true. 

In rhetoric and literature, hyperbole is often used for serious, comic, or 
ironic effects. 


For example, lyrics to The Ballad of Davy Crockett by Thomas W. Blackburn 
contain hyperbole: 


Born on a mountain top in Tennessee 

Greenest state in the land of the free 

Raised in the woods so he knew ev'ry tree 

Kilt him a be ‘are [bear] when he was only three 
Davy, Davy Crockett, king of the wild frontier 
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The audience isn’t supposed to believe that this character truly knew “every 
tree” or that he literally killed a bear when he was “only three.” 

Instead, hyperbole is used to exaggerate Davy Crockett’s frontier experience 
and make him seem larger than life. 


Hyperbole is a frequently used literary device in tall tales, legends, and folk 
stories. The audience is aware that such claims are to emphasize the traits of 
the characters and not to be taken literally. 


Difference Between Metaphor and Hyperbole 


Metaphor and hyperbole are commonly used literary devices. A writer uses 
metaphor to compare things with some other persons or things. 

At times, it is an unusual comparison. Sometimes it seems overstatement 
which is not meant normally. 


In the case of hyperbole, it is different because its usage is meant to 
exaggerate and not take the thing or idea literally. 

The statement that his words are music could be an overstatement but not 
always. Hence it is a metaphor. 

However, to say that his words are the greatest melody that was ever heard 
is an exaggeration and this is hyperbole, 

which is always meant to exaggerate things. 
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Common Examples of Hyperbole in Everyday Speech 


I’m so hungry that I could eat a horse. 

That purse looks like it cost a million dollars. 
He feels buried under a mountain of work. 
I’m dying of thirst. 


This suitcase weighs a ton. 

He heard an ear-splitting shriek. 

This race is going to be the death of me. 
I’m so tired that | could sleep for a week. 


That song is the worst thing | have ever heard. 
This room is so cold that I’m getting hypothermia. 
| am addicted to skateboarding. 

She is more beautiful than the moon and stars. 


Examples of Hyperbole in Advertising 


When you’re here, you’re family. (Olive Garden) 
Breakfast of champions (Wheaties) 

The best a man can get (Gillette) 

When there is no tomorrow (FedEx) 


Nothing runs like a Deere. (John Deere) 

Tastes so good, cats ask for it by name. (Meow Mix) 
Taste the rainbow (Skittles) 

America runs on Dunkin’ (Dunkin’ Donuts) 

Red Bull gives you wings (Red Bull) 


Set 01 


Page 32 


[33] 
Set 01 


Famous Examples of Hyperbole in Movie Lines 


I’m the king of the world! (Titanic) 
To infinity and beyond! (Toy Story) 
You sit on a throne of lies. (Elf) 


What is this? A school for ants? (Zoolander) 
We are going to steal the moon! (Despicable Me) 
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Imagery 


Imagery is a literary device that refers to the use of figurative language to 
evoke a sensory experience or create a picture with words for a reader. 


By utilizing effective descriptive language and figures of speech, writers 
appeal to a reader’s senses of sight, taste, smell, touch, and sound, as well 
as internal emotion and feelings. 

Therefore, imagery is not limited to visual representations or mental images, 
but also includes physical sensations and internal emotions. 


Imagery is language used by poets, novelists and other writers to create 
images in the mind of the reader. 

Imagery includes figurative and metaphorical language to improve the 
reader’s experience through their senses. 


Imagery refers to the use of vivid and descriptive language that appeals to 
the senses, creating mental images and sensory experiences for the reader 
or listener. 

It involves using words and phrases that evoke sensory perceptions of sight, 
sound, taste, touch, and smell to create a more vivid and engaging literary 
or poetic experience. 


Imagery can transport the audience to a specific time, place, or situation by 
painting a vivid picture in their minds and invoking emotions. It helps to 
enhance the overall sensory experience and make the writing more 
immersive and memorable. 


Imagery using visuals: 


The night was black as ever, but bright stars lit up the sky in beautiful and 
varied constellations which were sprinkled across the astronomical 
landscape. 
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In this example, the experience of the night sky is described in depth with 
color (black as ever, bright), shape (varied constellations), and pattern 
(sprinkled). 


Imagery using sounds: 
Silence was broken by the peal of piano keys as Shannon began practicing 
her concerto. 
Here, auditory imagery breaks silence with the beautiful sound of piano 
keys. 


Imagery using scent: 


She smelled the scent of sweet hibiscus wafting through the air, its tropical 
smell a reminder that she was on vacation in a beautiful place. 


Imagery using taste: 


The candy melted in her mouth and swirls of bittersweet chocolate and 
slightly sweet but salty caramel blended together on her tongue. 


Thanks to an in-depth description of the candy’s various flavors, the reader 
can almost experience the deliciousness directly. 


Imagery using touch: 


After the long run, he collapsed in the grass with tired and burning muscles. 
The grass tickled his skin and sweat cooled on his brow. 


In this example, imagery is used to describe the feeling of strained muscles, 
grass’s tickle, and sweat cooling on skin. 
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Common Examples of Imagery in Everyday Speech 


The autumn leaves are a blanket on the ground. 
His words felt like a dagger in my heart. 

My head is pounding like a drum. 

The kitten’s fur is milky. 


The siren turned into a whisper as it ended. 

His coat felt like a velvet curtain. 

The houses look like frosted cakes in winter. 

| came inside because the house smells like a chocolate brownie. 


Examples of Imagery 
The sun kissed the horizon - The sun gently touched the horizon at sunset. 


The sound of waves crashing on the shore filled the air — 
The noise of waves hitting the shore was audible everywhere. 


The aroma of freshly brewed coffee wafted through the room — 
The smell of freshly made coffee spread throughout the space. 


The city skyline was adorned with sparkling lights — The lights on the 
buildings in the city created a beautiful, sparkling sight. 


Her voice was as smooth as velvet - Her voice was soft and pleasant, 
reminiscent of the texture of velvet. 
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The raindrops danced on the windowpane - The raindrops moved and 
jumped playfully on the window glass. 


The icy wind cut through her coat - The cold wind was so sharp that it felt 
like it was slicing through her clothing. 


The mountain peak was crowned with a blanket of snow - The top of the 
mountain was covered in a layer of snow. 


His laughter echoed through the empty hallway - His laughter resonated 
and reverberated in the hallway, creating a lingering sound. 


The full moon illuminated the night sky - The moon shone brightly, 
providing light in the dark night sky. 


The sound of chirping birds greeted the morning - The birds' cheerful 
chirping could be heard as a welcome to the new day. 


The lightning cracked across the stormy sky - The lightning made a loud, 
sudden noise as it split the dark sky. 


The taste of the homemade apple pie was pure nostalgia - The apple pie 
had a flavor that evoked memories and a sense of nostalgia. 


The sound of children's laughter filled the playground - The joyous 
laughter of children resonated throughout the play area. 


The smell of burning wood permeated the air around the campfire - The 
aroma of wood being burned spread through the vicinity of the campfire. 


The stars twinkled like diamonds in the night sky - The stars sparkled and 
shimmered, resembling precious gemstones in the dark sky. 
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The crash of thunder rattled the windows - The loud, sudden sound of 
thunder shook the windows. 


The sound of leaves rustling in the wind created a soothing melody - The 
leaves moved and made a gentle sound as the wind blew, creating a 
calming musical effect. 


The scent of the ocean carried on the breeze - The smell of the sea was 
transported by the wind, reaching the surrounding area. 


The sound of a crackling fireplace provided warmth and comfort - The 
crackling sound of the fire in the fireplace created a cozy and comforting 
ambiance. 


The taste of the savory steak melted in his mouth - The steak was tender 
and dissolved easily as he ate it. 


The sound of raindrops tapping on the rooftop was a lullaby - The raindrops 
falling on the roof produced a gentle and soothing sound that resembled a 
lullaby. 


The sound of a roaring waterfall echoed in the canyon - The waterfall 
created a loud and reverberating noise that resonated through the canyon. 


The sound of birds chirping at dawn awakened the sleepy town - The 
chirping of birds in the early morning roused the town from its slumber. 


The fragrance of freshly baked cookies filled the kitchen - The aroma of 
baking cookies wafted through the kitchen, filling it with a delightful scent. 


The taste of the fiery chili peppers set his mouth ablaze - The chili peppers 
were extremely hot, causing a burning sensation in his mouth. 
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The scent of blooming roses carried on the wind - The fragrance of the roses 
was transported by the wind, spreading their delightful scent. 


The sound of a baby's cry pierced the silence - The cry of the baby cut 
through the quietness, creating a sharp and noticeable sound. 


The scent of freshly cut grass lingered in the air - The smell of grass being 
freshly cut could still be detected in the surrounding environment. 


The sound of waves lapping against the shore was a soothing lullaby - The 
gentle lapping of waves on the shore created a comforting and sleep- 
inducing sound. 


The sound of a bee buzzing around the flowers was a symphony of nature - 
The buzzing sound of the bee as it moved among the flowers created a 
harmonious and natural melody. 


The sound of a crackling bonfire provided warmth on a chilly night - The 
crackling of the bonfire emitted heat and created a cozy atmosphere on a 
cold evening. 


The sound of a roaring ocean wave crashed against the shore - The wave 
made a loud and powerful sound as it collided with the coastline. 
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